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Lab 02: Multicolumn Layout
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Lab 04: Tabbed 
Navigation
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Objectives

• Restructure the multicolumn layout to participate in a tabbed navigation 
structure


• Do this in 2 stages


• Stage 1


• Create a series of test pages, and have the navigation section duplicated 
across these pages


• Incorporate links into these navigation elements


• Stage 2


• Moving the navigation section to the top of the page


• Make the list element inline and without decoration


• Devise a set of rules that style the navigation bar appropriately
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Stage 1: Html
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home.html

page2.html

page1.html



Stage 1: Review Html
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home.html

page2.html

page1.html



Stage 1: Introduce Div Sections in page1.html

7



Stage 1: Introduce Div in page2.html
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Stage 1: Copy Navigation + Footer Sections to page1.html
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• Essentially we are 
duplication these two 
sections in each page 
on our site



Stage 1: Copy Navigation + Footer Sections to page2.html

10



Stage 1: Incorporate 
Links into All 
Navigation Sections

• Introduce Links into all pages


• Site is now navigable
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    <div id="navigation">  	
    <ul>  	
        <li><a href="home.html">Mauris</a></li>  	
        <li><a href="page1.html">Cras</a> </li>  	
        <li><a href="page2.html">Proin</a></li>  	
        <li>Integer</li>  	
        <li>Curabitur</li>  	
        <li>Integer</li>  	
        <li>Suspendisse</li>  	
        <li>Quisque</li>  	
      </ul>  	
    </div>



Stage 1: Differentiate Links

• Only have link to other pages in nav 
structure


• This gives the user a better 
understanding of page is the “current” 
page
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    <div id="navigation">  	
    <ul>  	
        <li>Mauris</li>  	
        <li><a href="page1.html">Cras</a> </li>  	
        <li><a href="page2.html">Proin</a></li>  	
        <li>Integer</li>  	
        <li>Curabitur</li>  	
        <li>Integer</li>  	
        <li>Suspendisse</li>  	
        <li>Quisque</li>  	
      </ul>  	
    </div>

      <div id="navigation">  	
        <ul>  	
          <li><a href="home.html">Mauris</a></li>  	
          <li>Cras </li>  	
          <li><a href="page2.html">Proin</a></li> 	
          <li>Integer</li>  	
          <li>Curabitur</li>  	
          <li>Integer</li>  	
          <li>Suspendisse</li>  	
          <li>Quisque</li>  	
        </ul>  	
      </div>

    <div id="navigation">  	
      <ul>  	
        <li><a href="home.html">Mauris</a></li>  	
        <li><a href="page1.html">Cras</a> </li>  	
        <li>Proin</li>  	
        <li>Integer</li>  	
        <li>Curabitur</li>  	
        <li>Integer</li>  	
        <li>Suspendisse</li>  	
        <li>Quisque</li>  	
      </ul>  	
    </div>

home.html

page2.html

page1.html



Stage 1: Final
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home.html

page2.html

page1.html



Objectives

• Stage 1


• Create a series of test pages, and have the navigation section duplicated 
across these pages


• Incorporate links into these navigation elements


• Stage 2


• Moving the navigation section to the top of the page


• Make the list element inline and without decoration


• Devise a set of rules that style the navigation bar appropriately
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Stage 2: Review CSS
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body	
{   	
  width: 80%;  	
  margin: 0 auto;	
}	!
#maincontent 	
{  	
  width: 80%;	
  float: right;  	
}	!
#navigation 	
{  	
  width: 18%;   	
  float: left;  	
}	!
#header 	
{   	
  width: 100%;   	
}	!
#footer 	
{  	
  width: 100%;	
  clear: both;	
}	!
#primary 	
{  	
  width: 68%;  	
  float: left;  	
}	!
#secondary 	
{  	
  width: 30%;  	
  float: right;	
}



Stage 2: Relocate Navigation
• Move the navigation section within the 

HTML file for all pages to just under the 
header


• Reset the navigation width to 100% 

• Give the <ul> and ID of “tabs”

• Define a bottom-border
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#maincontent 	
{  	
  width: 100%;	
}	
#tabs	
{  	
  border-bottom: .5em solid #0033CC;	
  margin: 30;	
  padding: 30; 	
}



Stage 2: Relocated Navigation Section

17



Stage 2: Make 
list elements 
“inline”

• Style the <li> elements 
to be:


• inline


• have to top, left and 
right border
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#tabs li 	
{ 	
  display:inline; 	
  border-top: .1em solid #03c;	
  border-left: .1em solid #03c;	
  border-right: .1em solid #03c;	
}



Stage 2: Make Space Around Link

• Set the padding around each element to be larger

19

#tabs li a 	
{	
  padding: 0.25em 1em;	
}



Stage 2: Tab Effect - Feature Specification

• Would like a mechanism 
to create “Tab” effect.


• i.e. The selected tab is 
displayed in a slightly 
larger box


• ..with a blue background


• ..and white text


• Needs a more 
sophisticated selector
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Stage 2: IDs for <li> Elements

• Introduce an id for each individual 
element within the list


• “tabhome”


• “tab1”


• “tab2”


• This will enable more targeted 
rules to be devised
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    <div id="navigation">  	
      <ul id="tabs">  	
        <li id="tabhome"><a href="home.html">Mauris </a></li>  	
        <li id="tab1"><a href="page1.html">Cras </a></li>  	
        <li id="tab2"><a href="page2.html">Proin</a></li> 	
        <li>Integer</li>  	
        <li>Curabitur</li>  	
        <li>Integer</li>  	
        <li>Suspendisse</li>  	
        <li>Quisque</li>  	
      </ul>  	
    </div>



Stage 2: Unique IDs for Each Page

• Each page is now also given a unique ID.


• This will enable each page to be individually 
targeted by a single CSS file
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  <body id="home">	
    <div id="header">  	
      <h1>	
        Lorem ipsum dolor sit	
      </h1>  	
    </div>

  <body id="page1">	
    <div id="header"> 	
      <h1>	
        Lorem ipsum - 1	
      </h1>  	
    </div>

 <body id="page2">	
    <div id="header"> 	
      <h1>	
        Lorem ipsum - 2	
      </h1>  	
    </div>	
 



Stage 2: “Tab Effect” rule

• These are the set of properties would like to set for the “active” tab:


• Enhanced padding


• Background colour blue


• Text colour white


• What kind of selector could we write to achieve this?
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{	
  padding: 0.50em 1em;	
  background-color: #03c;	
  color: #fff;	
}



Stage 2: “Tab Effect” 
Selector

• Recall, navigation section is 
duplicated in each page.


• However, only one of these pages is 
displayed at any give time within a 
browser window.


• Therefore, the following selector:

“#home #tabs li#tabhome a”


• can be read as:
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  <body id="home">	
    <div id="header">  	
      <h1>	
        Lorem ipsum dolor sit	
      </h1>  	
    </div>	
    <div id="navigation">  	
      <ul id="tabs">  	
        <li id="tabhome"><a href="home.html">Mauris </a></li>  	
        <li id="tab1"><a href="page1.html">Cras </a></li>  	
        <li id="tab2"><a href="page2.html">Proin</a></li> 	
        ...	
      </ul>  	
    </div>

 <body id="page1">	
    <div id="header"> 	
      <h1>	
        Lorem ipsum - 1	
      </h1>  	
    </div>  	
    <div id="navigation">  	
      <ul id="tabs">  	
        <li id="tabhome"><a href="home.html">Mauris </a></li>  	
        <li id="tab1"><a href="page1.html">Cras </a></li>  	
        <li id="tab2"><a href="page2.html">Proin</a></li> 	
        ... 	
      </ul>  	
    </div>

  <body id="page2">	
    <div id="header"> 	
      <h1>	
        Lorem ipsum - 2	
      </h1>  	
    </div>	
     <div id="navigation">  	
      <ul id="tabs">  	
        <li id="tabhome"><a href="home.html">Mauris </a></li>  	
        <li id="tab1"><a href="page1.html">Cras </a></li>  	
        <li id="tab2"><a href="page2.html">Proin</a></li> 	
        ...	
      </ul>  	
    </div> 

“the <a> element, inside a <li> 
element with ID “tabhome” 
descended from an element 
with ID “tabs” in turn 
descended from an element 
with ID “home”



Stage 2: Multiple Rules for “Tab Effect”
• As we only have a single CSS, each of 

these rules is only activated when the 
identified pages is loaded:


• ”#home” rule when home.html is open


• ”#page1” rule when home.html is 
open


• ”#page2” rule when home.html is 
open
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#home #tabs li#tabhome a	
{	
  padding: 0.50em 1em;	
  background-color: #03c;	
  color: #fff;	
}

#page1 #tabs li#tab1 a	
{	
  padding: 0.50em 1em;	
  background-color: #03c;	
  color: #fff;	
}

#page2 #tabs li#tab2 a	
{	
  padding: 0.50em 1em;	
  background-color: #03c;	
  color: #fff;	
}



Stage 2: Final form of “Tab Effect” Rule
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#home #tabs li#tabhome a, #page1 #tabs li#tab1 a, #page2 #tabs li#tab2 a	
{	
  padding: 0.50em 1em;	
  background-color: #03c;	
  color: #fff;	
}



Complete CSS
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!
#tabs	
{  	
  border-bottom: .5em solid #0033CC;	
  margin: 30;	
  padding: 30; 	
}	
!
#tabs li 	
{ 	
  display:inline; 	
  border-top: .1em solid #03c;	
  border-left: .1em solid #03c;	
  border-right: .1em solid #03c;	
}	
!
#tabs li a 	
{	
  padding: 0.25em 1em;	
  text-decoration: none;	
}	
!
#home #tabs li#tabhome a, #page1 #tabs li#tab1 a, #page2 #tabs li#tab2 a	
{	
  padding: 0.50em 1em;	
  background-color: #03c;	
  color: #fff;	
}

body	
{   	
  width: 80%;  	
  margin: 0 auto;	
}	
!
#maincontent 	
{  	
  width: 100%;	
}	
!
#navigation 	
{  	
  width: 100%;   	
}	
!
#header 	
{   	
  width: 100%;   	
}	
!
#footer 	
{  	
  width: 100%;	
  clear: both;	
}	
!
#primary 	
{  	
  width: 68%;  	
  float: left;  	
}	
!
#secondary 	
{  	
  width: 30%;  	
  float: right;	
}	
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Except where otherwise noted, this content is 
licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 License. 

!
For more information, please see http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


